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RODBOROUGH JAZZ
BAND
Its Iﬁstory‘and Record

AN

record and an eguall remarkabie
sl record 8, 68 THed in May, 1837,
i the back k1556 house A Dot e M.

fim'w x}ggiwnd, and

idea, an fdrenn who heard it

axol the, tly started
were sa exclted Y Richen regardiess
of furniture,

In their childish wee,  they
“ went too far,” and fa%&d to put
& stop to it. As far as Mr. Sholiey was
cancerned the Juw

1t was & fortnight Iater when & 1
gir} came to him and asked him © hat
about this Jazs Band you were going 1o
start, AMr. Shelley?” “ It was all for-
gotten, I thought.” he replied.  Welk
everyone in Dudbridge Hill is talking
about it,” answered the girl. My Shel
ley gave in, and told the givi he would
go t h with it if she could ¢ollect
two dosen boys and givls to meet him
i the brickyard on the fxﬁi&w;::§ Tues
day. When Tuesday came, the children
instead of assembling at the brickyard
gathered outside Mr, Sheliey's house
and instead of two dozen there were
seventy!

That number had to be cul down
somehow and Mr. Shelley mguired how
much the costumes would cost.  He was
told about 3/~ and 50 he sent the child-
ren home to ask thewr parents if they
weould give the children thie necessary
money, That cut the number down W
32, and they formed the nuclews of e
present band, paying 1d. per week ss &
subscription.

The next thing was o start praguian

1 and after the children had purchase

theilr own instruments  (kasocos  from
Woolworth's:, with the help of My, Viek
Hodges, Mir. Shelley  started  traamaw
them.

They soott obtamed further wast
ance, Mr. Barnes, o fviend of Mr
Hadges', and an exXescaman, expressed
the wish that he might help 0 wram
the children.  Hig  assistance win
promptly welcomed. They did thew
grrxietxcsng i the streets around Dud-

idge and Lightpill and ample evidenes
was soon fortheoming that there W&y
plenty of talent for the composition of
a really successiul band

Ko far, however, they had no astvw
ments butl kazoos, bul later they masw
aged 1o borrow & sadesdrum {rom tne
Uplands Scouts. Then arose the deed
for a bass-drum. There was consider-
able difficulty i oblainmg one. bt
eventually a friend of My, Hodges probs
fered to lend one to the band.  Now all
that remained (o be done was e de
signing and making of the costunes
Their first costume  was  green and
white and was designad by Miss L. Shel
loy, while two or three other adies
hiolped with the making,
~ Stroud Show was by s e diawe
ing near and the dand went wito striet
tratning,  They entered the junior sec
tion of the Stroud Show and there ganes
od thelr Hrst success. when they won
the promier prive
There followed 8 numbar of compets
tiong, the first being the Paganhill Pete,
onn August Monday, where they sgam
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Band was forgotten i
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